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to me, seemed to have the slightest weight. I will
pass on then to what we do know about thinking
and consciousness from our own experience.

Now, when we are walking, we know very well
that we are moving our limbs; we know that it is
only by means of our body that we are able to walk.
But when we are thinking, there is no direct con-
sciousness that we are using our bodies in any way
in so doing. If that were all, we might very well
suppose that thinking took place wholly through
something which was independent of the body.
But physiological observation does not lend support
to the idea of such independence. The process of
thinking is found to be intimately connected with the
state of the brain. Diseases affecting the material organ
usually are accompanied' by a feebleness or erratic
condition of the mental powers. In a faint, when
the brain is feebly supplied with blood, thought is in
abeyance. Something of the same kind takes place
in sleep, though the transition from full consciousness
to unconsciousness and the return are by no means
so sharp in sleep as in a faint. There are, indeed,
persons who assert that in sleep thought goes on all
the same as in the normal waking condition, and the
only reason why we do not know it is that we do
not recollect what our thoughts were. But this ap-
pears to be a pure assumption made in the interest
of a preconceived theory of the separate existence of